FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WEST MICHIGAN January 8, 2021

Registration for Additional Select Phases of COVID-19 Vaccinations Opens Today
Remaining individuals in Phase 1A strongly encouraged to register immediately

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (January 8, 2021) — Local health departments and health systems have received
authorization from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) to begin COVID-
19 vaccination of some people in priority phases beyond 1A starting Monday, January 11. West
Michigan health departments and health systems will begin accepting registration for vaccinations today
at 1 p.m. via www.vaccinatewestmi.com/register.

Those registering should expect that appointments may not be available for several weeks as vaccine
supplies are limited and Phase 1A is still in progress. We encourage everyone to be patient as we
prepare for the upcoming vaccination phases. Vaccinations are occurring as quickly as possible and
information is being shared as it becomes available.

For the COVID-19 vaccine to be effective, individuals must receive a second dose 21-28 days after their
initial vaccination, and it must be from the same manufacturer. For that reason, it is important to
schedule an appointment at the same location for both doses. There are no out of pocket costs for
consumers to receive the vaccine; however, those with health insurance will be asked to provide that
information.

The State has opened vaccinations for the following people:

e All people 65 years of age or older not covered in Phase 1A. This includes those in a congregate
setting who were not reached in Phase 1A.

e Prioritized frontline workers whose job requires frequent or intense exposure to others, and
who, due to the nature of their work, are not able to maintain social distance. For example, a
first responder may have to physically touch other people in their response, and a childcare
provider cannot maintain social distance from children when caring for their physical needs.
Specific prioritized categories are:

o Pre-Kindergarten through high school teachers, support staff and childcare workers who
usually have direct contact with children

o First responders not covered in Phase 1A (e.g., firefighters, police, conservation officers,
inspectors)

o Corrections workers (e.g., staff in prisons, jails, juvenile justice facilities)

0 Workers in homeless shelters, congregate childcare institutions, and adult and child
protective services

Individuals in Phase 1A who have not yet received the COVID-19 vaccine are strongly encouraged to
register immediately to ensure smooth transition to subsequent phases. Criteria for Phase 1A can be
found at www.vaccinatewestmi.com/vaccine-distribution.

If further sub-prioritization is needed of frontline essential workers due to limited vaccine supply, MDHHS
will consider prioritizing workers in locations where high rates of transmission and/or outbreaks have
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occurred and among workers who are at increased risk for severe illness based on age or underlying
medical conditions. The MDDHS prioritization guidance can be found here.

Individuals should not receive the COVID-19 vaccine if they are:

e Inisolation or quarantine for COVID-19.

e Pregnant or lactating, without first consulting with your healthcare provider to weigh the risks
and benefits.

e Have received any other vaccine in the last 14 days.

e Have received monoclonal antibody therapy for COVID-19 disease in the last 90 days.

For more information on the COVID-19 vaccines, visit www.vaccinatewestmi.com.
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Media Contacts ONLY:

e Steve Kelso, Kent County Health Department Public Information Officer
steve.kelso@kentcountymi.gov | mobile/text 616-202-8376

e Kristina Wieghmink, Ottawa County Department of Public Health Public Information Officer
kwieghmink@miottawa.org | mobile/text 616-510-8523

e Amy Rotter, Mercy Health communications
Amy.Rotter@mercyhealth.com | 616-260-5101

e Jamie Allen, Metro Health — University of Michigan Health communications
Jamie.Allen@metrogr.org | 616-252-5033

e Rick Jensen, Spectrum Health media relations
richard.jensen@spectrumhealth.org | mobile/text 616-706-2608

Vaccinate Michigan Collaborators

Kent County Health Department - Allegan Health Department - Barry-Eaton District Health
Department - Berrien County Health Department - lonia County Health Department - Mid-Michigan
District Health Department - Muskegon County — Public Health - Ottawa County Department of Public
Health - Mercy Health - Metro Health — University of Michigan Health - Spectrum Health - Holland
Hospital - Spectrum Health Lakeland - North Ottawa Community Hospital - Michigan Health & Hospital
Association - Answer Health - Cherry Health - CVS Pharmacy - Kent County Emergency Medical
Services - Meijer - SpartanNash - We Are For Children - Calvin University: Grand Valley State
University: Michigan State University College of Human Medicine
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