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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 27, 2022

$5 Million for Behavioral Health Crisis Center in Kent County Included in State
Budget Signed by Governor Whitmer

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (July 26, 2022) - On July 20, 2022, Governor Whitmer signed the Fiscal
Year 2023 state budget into law, including $5 million for the construction of a new Behavioral
Health Crisis Center (BHCC) in Kent County.

The BHCC is a private-public partnership between Network180 and Trinity Health Saint Mary’s,
Grand Rapids and will be located downtown on the Trinity Health Grand Rapids campus. The
heart of the new BHCC will be a Crisis Stabilization Unit, which will allow for rapidly accessible
intensive treatment that can stabilize most behavioral health crises within 24 hours. The goal is
to open the BHCC in 2023.

For several years, there has been a broad community effort to create a Mental Health Crisis
Center. In late 2017, Network180 created a Crisis Center Task Force to assess the community’s
need around crisis mental health services and to seek broad feedback on a crisis center concept.
Leaders of Hope Network, Forest View Hospital, Kent County, Kent County Health Department,
Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital, Network180, Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services,
Spectrum Health, Trinity Health Grand Rapids, University of Michigan Health — West, and many
other organizations built upon the task force’s findings to develop a comprehensive behavioral
health crisis continuum and identify the financial costs and financial sustainability for the
services.

“There has been a lot of hard work by individuals at the local, county, and state levels to bring
expanded crisis services to West Michigan,” said Network180 and Kent County Board of
Commissioners Chair Stan Stek. “The funding included in the state budget will bring positive
change for those experiencing mental health or substance use crises in our communities.”

The ability to move forward with the Behavioral Health Crisis Center will provide residents a
continuum of care that offers the “no wrong door” approach to behavioral healthcare services.
Historically, individuals in behavioral health crises in Kent County have not been able to access
care promptly and consistently in appropriate treatment settings. As a result, they often end up
in an emergency department or correctional facility, leading to heightened anxiety, poor
outcomes, and high costs.
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The BHCC will dramatically reduce the delay in care that people in crisis currently experience by
offering a safe and secure setting where behavioral intervention and medical assessment can
occur at the same time.

“We are pleased to be opening a new facility dedicated to serving the behavioral health needs
of our most vulnerable population,” said Trinity Health Grand Rapids President Matt Biersack
MD. “This is a great step for our community as we start to develop a facility that will greatly
improve access to much-needed behavioral health services in West Michigan.”

With S5 million for the BHCC, along with the strides made in services over the past few years with
the Certified Behavioral Healthcare Clinic grant from Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, expansion of Mobile Crisis Response to serve adults & youth,
collaboration with the City of Grand Rapids on the Homeless Outreach Team and Co-Response
with the Grand Rapids Police Department and the Kent County Sheriff's Office, and recent
implementation of the 988 Lifeline number, West Michigan residents will have access to an
expanded and accessible continuum of crisis care to meet their behavioral health needs.

“We're thankful our state legislators and Gov. Whitmer recognized the need for expanded
behavioral health services in Michigan,” said Network180’s Executive Director Bill Ward. “This
S5 million will go directly into providing people the help they need, rather than leaving them
caught between gaps in service.”
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About Network180:

Network180, Kent County’s Community Mental Health Authority, connects adults, youth, and families to
an array of services, resources, and support for those experiencing mental iliness, substance use issues,
or an intellectual or developmental disability. Our Access Center is available 24-hours/day, 365-
days/year at (616) 336-3909. Whether an individual seeks a long-term care solution or is experiencing an
immediate crisis, our clinicians are available to help. In addition to direct services, Network180 partners
with local agencies for additional community-based resources to provide a full continuum of care to
individuals throughout Kent County. Visit us at https://Network180.org.

About Trinity Health Grand Rapids

Trinity Health Grand Rapids is a regional, multi-campus, Catholic health care system serving West
Michigan and the lakeshore with 3 hospital campuses, 736 hospital beds, and more than 8,000
colleagues, as well as hospice, home health and long-term care service offerings. Trinity Health Grand
Rapids has annual operating revenues of about $1.4 billion and returns about $80 million to its
communities annually through charity care and community benefit programs. Mercy Health Physician
Partners, a multi-specialty medical group, employs more than 960 physicians and advanced practice
professionals in more than 80 physician offices in Grand Rapids, Muskegon, Holland and along the West
Michigan lakeshore. Trinity Health Grand Rapids, a member of Trinity Health, is committed to being a
trusted health partner for life, transforming the communities we serve, by providing high-quality care
that is the most accessible, compassionate and personalized in West Michigan. Visit us at
https://MercyHealth.com
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